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JAHMYAPCKV AMBAEMU (HUIIAHW) HA MPAYHO] KAIINJ

ATICTPAKT:
Ha MpauHoj xanuju beorpaacke TBphaBe cauyBaHM Cy OCMaHCKM 3aIMICH M LIPTEXU C Kpaja

XVIII Bexa. HajsHauyajuuju 3a HayKy jecy ambaemu (HMIIAHM) jaHMYAPCKUX OydyKa CTallOHMpPa-

Hux y beorpaay. To cy TukBe 3a Boay (kavak), c MaAuM pasarkama, sHamera 49, 69. u 91. bymyka

olaka remata. AMOAeMY Cy BeoMa BPEAHO MCTOPUjCKO CBEAOUAHCTBO Oyayhu Aa ce He 3Ha Aa

je MIITa CAMYHO cadyBaHO Ha 3MAMHAMa OMAO Koje 0A baakaHcKMX TBphaBa koje cy OcMmaHAnMje

AP>KaAe BUIIE BEKOBaA.

KA»pYYHE PEYN:
Beoepadcka msphasa, Mpauna kanuja, Ocmanruje, januvapcku ambriemu, X VIII Bek.

Iaxko cy Beorpaackom TBphaBom Typ-
L[ TOCIIOAQPVAM BUIIE OA TpU CTOA€ha,
AO AQHAC Ce CauyBaAO BEOMa MAaAO HAT-
Imyca 1 3amuca Ha HhEeHUM 3MAMHAMA,
jEAHMM A€AOM 300T OTPOMHUX pa3apama
TOKOM Xa0COYPIIKO-OCMaHCKMX PaTOBa,
a U AOLHMje, ITa TOTOM 300T OOHaBdama,
pAorpabuBamba 1 3Mparba MOTIIYHO HOBUX
yTBphetpa. Heku HaTImCu Cy HAaMEpHO CKH-
AQHU M YHUIITABAaHU AQ OU Ce YKAOHU-
AV TParoBM OCMaHCKOT IIPUCYCTBA, LITO
ce 0CceOHO OAHOCK Ha OCMAaHCKe APXKaB-
He CMOOA€e Y BpeMe ayCTPUjCKe BAACTU

*

ap Anekcangap ®@otuh, nctopuyap, Grnosodcku
dakynteT, beorpag

1 CBakako HajynevyambuMBuju je npumep 6eorpafcKmx
CNOMEHMKa, HaTnrca ca Ctambon Kanuje, CynTaHcke
Tyrpe v rpobHor Huwaxa Mbpaxmm Enumn-naiue, koje
je ayCTpujcki 3anoBeaHuK, reHepan JlayooH, Herpe
n3mehy 1789. 1 1791. rofnHe OAHeO Kao paTHM MneH y
Xanepcnopd, cBoj ABOpaL, koA beua, rae cy cnyxunm
Hajrpe Kao yKpac y napky, Aa 61 notom of Hinx 61o
HauVFbeH CMOMEHVIK Y CNlaBY HeroBmX paTHUX nobena,
BuA. Pajkosuh Jb., Jow jeaaHnyT oko ABa CMOMeHWKa 13

(1717-1739).! Apyru 3amnucu, OHM TIpUBAT-
HOT KapaKTepa, HEBELITO 1 IIAUTKO ype3a-
HJ Y KaM€H, AOOPUM AEAOM HICY OAOA€-
A 3y0y BpemeHa. Mebhy peTke cauyBaHe
CITaAajy 3ammcy 3apobseHrKa Koju Cy vya-
MuAK y 6eorpapckoj kyan y XVI u XVII
BEKY.’

[TocAe BUILIETOAMIIBYX OOMMHUX pa-
AOBa Ha OOHOBM jyrosanapHor GppoHTa
Tepbase, unithewa u cpebusamwa 2007.
TOAVHE, Ha 3MAOBMMa MpauHe Karuje yKa-
3aAM CY Ce AO Ccapa y HayLu HeoOpabeHn
3amucy U UpTexxn.’ MpayHa Kamnuja je mpe

cTapor beorpaaa, loduwrak epada beopada XX, 1973,
229-241.

2 bajanosuh—Xayu-Tewwnh M., Kannkyna — TamH1Ua
6eorpagckor HapviHa, loduwrak pada beopada XXX,
1984, 35-53.

3 Papose cy cpeactBuma CekpeTapujata 3a Kyntypy
CkynwTnHe rpaga beorpaaa peannsosanu JIN 3a
Beorpaacky TBphasy, 3aBof 3a 3aWTUTY CrIOMeHMKa
KynType rpada beorpaga v ApxeonowKn NHCTUTYT
— Hay4YHOUCTPaxmMBadku Npojekat 3a beorpancky
TBphHaBy.
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IoyeTKa paAoBa OMAa BaH rAaBHe leTa-
auiHe Tpace. llltaBuiie, Taj kpaj TBphase
YTAQBHOM je 610 n3beraBaH Kao HECUTY-
paH, p/»aB, HaCe/deH AyTaAMLlaMa, TaKO
Ad Cy 3alMCU U LIPTEXU OCTAAM ITOTIIYHO
HerpuMehenn. BehuHoM cy nx ocraBuan
OCMaHCKM BOJHMLM, MaAQ MMa Y HEKOAU-
KO CAOBA Yp€3aHMX AQTMHUYHUM IIMCMOM,
Kao 1 ropnHa 13 XX Beka. [TocebHy papos3-
HAAOCT 13a3MBajy jaHMIapCKM aMOAEMH O
Kojuma he oBAe OMTU HajBuUIIIE peYN.
MpauHa kanuja ciapa meby HoBuje
kanuje beorpaacke TBpbaBe. Carpabena
je mocae 1740. ropMHe, y3 jOIL 1IeCT ApY-
I'X, Ka0 A€O0 HOBOT CMCTeMa OacTMOHA U
MOAY0ACTHOHA KOjH je TpebaAo Aa 3a0KpY-
e nocrtojeha yrBphema [opmwer 1 Aower
rpapa. ITocae npeysumamwa TBphase o
AyctpujaHana, OcMaHAMje Cy TELIKOM MY-
KOM IIpMOaBS>AAY CPEACTBA U SYACTBO He-
OIIXOAHE 3a TIONPaBKY U 13rpaAmwy TBphase.
3aTo cy ce paAOBM PacTerAM Ha BUILE OA
ABapeceT TopuHa. Vnak, BehuHa kpyn-
HIX IIOCAOBA 3aBplieHa je A0 1754. ropu-
He. MpayHa Kanuja je, MOIyT jOLI HEeKUX
KaIuja, MMaAa Mo ABe OOYHE ITPOCTopUje ca
KaMMHMMA 32 CMELITaj CTPa)kapcke I0ca-
Ae. Ilpema mnujyHCKUM U3BeLITajMa, TI0-
CaAy je YMHMAO IIeT A0 ocaM myau.* OcHo-
BY, ApXMUTEKTOHCKM TIPECEK U AeTas po3eTe

4 Bug. ncupnHy aHannsy pekoHCTpyKumje beorpaacke
TBphase y pa3nobrwy of 1740. o 1791. rognHy y:
Monoswh M., beopadcka mephaga, beorpag 2006 (gpyro
[0NyHeHO mn3farbe), 251-274. O n3rpagreu 1 TeWwKnm
ONLWTVM NMPUIMKama y MOHOBO OCBOjEHOM OCMAHCKOM
Beorpagy, B1a. M3y3eTHO TeMerbaH unaHak Tpuukosuh
P, Beorpaacka tephasa v Bapolu 1739-1789, loduwrak
epada beoepada XX, 1973 49-88.
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Ha TAQBHOj pacapy IpUAOKMAQ je Muaa
Byaosuh y cBoM papy o xanujama beorpaa-
cke TBphage.’

Cse a0k ce y XX BeKy HMje YCTAaAMO
AQHalImbK Ha3uB, MpauHa Kanuja je buaa
MO3HaTa MoA pasHUM MMeHMuMa: CaBCKa,
[Ilabauka, bocaHcka 1 MpayHa kanuja.®
AaHalllby Ha3UB jeCTe CPIICKU IIPEBOA
ocMmaHckor Hasusa Karanlik Kapust, miop,
KOJMM Ce, Ha IIpMMep, jaB/a Ha TYPCKOM
naaHy beorpaaa us npse noaosuHe XIX
Beka.” Hasus CaBcka xanuja (Sava Kapust)
YIIMCaH je Ha TYPCKOM ITAaHY TBpbaBe koju
ce uyBa y Apxusy Cpouje.?

Hajsehu 6poj ocmaHckux 3amvica jecy ro-
AVHE ype3aHe aparCK/M MMCMOM, OA KOjUX
je Hajpanuju 13 1747. ropnne: W1+ (1160 no
Xuyipy, Tj. 1747), WM (1181/1767-68), YYAA
(1188/1774-75), V14£(1194/1780-81), V14A
(1198/1783-84) m YY (1212/1797-98). [TyHO
ce OpojeBa joll Ha3Mpe, AV HEAOBOSHO jaCHO
A2 OV Ce MOTAO 3aKMAYINTY AQ AU CE PAAM O
TOAMHAMA, AATYMUMa, Opojy OymyKa 1 Hede-
My apyrom. Takobe, kao A2 ¥Ma HaMepHO ype-
3MBaHMIX ITAPAAEAHVIX LIPTa, IITO OV MOTAO Ad
YKa)Ke Ha Opojarbe AaHa.

ITopea ype3aHMX rOAMHA, jeAU-
HJY CayyBaHU 3aMMC jeCTe OHAj MCIIOA
1212/1797-98. ropuse (caA. 1, uprex 1).°
MebyTum, Telko ce MOXe OAPEAUTH Koja

5 Bynosuh M., Kanvje beorpaacke Tephase, [oouwrak
epada beoepada XIX, 1972, Tabna VI.

Vicmo, 162.

7 Ene3osuh I, Monosuh [N, [1Ba Typcka nnaHa beorpaaa,
beogpadcke onwmuHcke HoguHe 1-2-3, 1937, 67 1 nNnaH.
Apxvs Cpbuije, 3nBojeHn fokymeHTw, MK 7.
DoTorpaduije je ypaamo rocnoavH Hebojwa bopwh, a
Kasnkose je HauMHuna ap BecHa bukuh.
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je Ty LipTa A€0 OPUI'MHAAHOT 3aIlyCa, a Koja UMHM MM Cce HajBepOBATHUJUM
je HacTaAa kacHuje. DoTorpaduja paje BU-  UMTaIbE:

1e MOTYhHOCTM 3a YKTame jep LpTex Fisene 1212.

II0jeAHOCTaB/vyje I CAMUM TUM CyTepuile Insallah var Abdullah Boliikbast
oapebeHa Tymavema. Topaune 1212 (1797-98).

Axo Bor pa poobu Abayaax Oymykbaria

Cnmnka 1
Fig. 1

Liptex 1
Drawing 1
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Ko To u 3amro npususa Abayraxa
Oymykbamy? Aa AU je TO 3aIUC CYXK-
ha y IIPOAA3Y, A2 AM CTpakap IaTu 3a
npujatemeM, Aa AU je KaMeH ca Beh
noctojehuM 3anucom y3uaaH AOLHUje,
TO Cy CBe IMTamba Ha Koja Ce He MOXe Ad-
TU OATOBOD.

AaAeKo Haj3saHUMMSUBUU AeTa,U HA
MpauHoj Kanuju jecy aMOAeMU AU HU-
WaHy jaHndapckux oymyka. Aa 6u cTur-
AV AO Objalmberba caMux ambaema, He-
OIIXOAHO je Tpy6o 0bjacHUTU CTPYKTYPYy
jAaHMYAPCKOT KOpITyca.

O36umpHO nperpynucaBamwe u ype-
buBamwe jaHMuapckux Tpyma samno-
yeo je Mexmep OcBajau. 3Ha ce pa cy
KpajeM XV Beka jaHMYAPU MIOAEHEHU Y
Tpu oyaxa (xopmyca): 1) ollak Ha3BaH
yemam AU Nujade2ja AVl jaja, y KOju
CY YIIA€ CBe jeAMHNI1le OCHOBaHe y Aoba
DaTuUXOBUX MPETXOAHMKA; 2) OlIaK cee—
bana AV cejmeHa y onurenpruxsBaheHoj
BYATap130BaHoj popMu, IpBOOUTHO Ma-
AQ jeAMHMLIA ABOPCKMX YyBapa Inaca, Kojy
je motom Mexmep Patux npebauno y
jaHM4yapcKe TpyIie; 3) OLlaK Ha3BaH deu-
Hu 6ypyyu, Koju je yctanoBuo bajasurt 11
y IIPBUM rOAMHaMa CBOje BAAAABMHE Ka-
KO 01 mocAe TToOYHe jaHM4Yapa HalpaBuo
pPaBHOTEXY yBohemweM HOBMX jeAMHMULIA.

10 Hajborbm Npukas yCcTpojcTBa jaHn4yapckor Kopnyca
nat je y: Murphey R, Yeni Ceri, The Encyclopaedia of
Islam, New Edition, vol. XI, Leiden 2002, 322-321. Jou
yBekK je HesaobunasHa ctyavja Uzuncarsil . H., Osmanli
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Aeunu 6ym»yyu cy nme AobuAM 300r TOra
IITO Cy OMAM ITOA AMPEKTHOM KOMaHAOM
jaHMYapCKOT are, BpXOBHOI 3allOBEAHU-
Ka CBMX jaHMYAPCKUX OllaKa.

Ao xpaja XV Beka ollaK yemama je
HapacTtao Ha 101 OymyK MAM OPTY, OLIaK
cejmeHa Ha 34 OymyKa, a OllaK deUHUX
b6ymwyka Ha 61 6ymyk. Tux 196 Oymyxka
cy kpajeM XV Beka YMHMAM jaHUYAPCKe
Tpyne. Tapa ce cBaky OynpyK €acTojao oA
oko 50 myau. Y pouHujum crorehmma
Taj OPOj je AaraHO pacTao CBe AOK Huje
paocturao yak 200 myan mo OymyKy, ma
M BUIIE Y PAaTHUM TOAMHaMa. bymyun
Cy IIOTOM AeMdEHM Ha HUJKE YyeTe 3BaHe
ode, KOje je YMHUAO IO AeCeTaK BOjHUKA.
Koa jaHuvapa je moacTuiiaH jak ocehaj
BE3aHOCTU 3a CBoje Oymyke. Meby co-
O60M Cy Ha3MBAHU joAOAUU, ITO Y AU-
PEKTHOM IIPEeBOAY 3Ha4M ,CallyTHULIL",
aAM MMa 3Hauewe Kamapaoa, opyaa no
opyujy. CBaku OymYK je MMao CBOja TO-
ceOHa 3aAyXXemwa U OHa CY »YOOMOPHO
yyBaHa. VI3 TMX 3apy’Kema Ccy mpousall-
AV ambaemu (HuwiaHu), CByAa U CBAKOM
MPUAUKOM papo uctuauum.’® Ambae-
MM CYy, K20 Ae0 Tpapulivje, croaehuma
ocTaAM uCTH, 6e3 003Mpa Ha TO LITO CY
ce 3aAyXema OymyKa MemaAa, CBe AOK
cyATaH Maxmyp Il Huje KOHaYHO YKMHYO
jaHuM4Yapcky Kopryc 1826. ropnHe.

Humany 6ymsyka cy UCTULIAHU HA 3a-
cTaBMllaMa Koje Cy HOCMAM Y Pa3AUYN-

Devleti teskilatindan Kapukulu Ocaklari, 1, Acemi Ocagi ve
Yeniceri Ocagi, Ankara 1984% nako HanucaHa jow 1942.
rofvHe.
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TUM IIpMAMKAMa, HA BpaTuMMa BUXOBUX
Oapaka, Ha YaAOpMMa y KOjuMa Cy KOHa-
YMAM IPUAVKOM MapllieBa, Ha KOBepTa-
Ma y Koje Cy CTaBMdaHa IMCMa U HapeaDe,
a ITIOHEKaA Cy ype3uBaHM U Ha HAATpoOHe
CIIOMEHMKe TIPEMUHYAMX jaHu4apa. Beo-
Ma ce peTKO AaHac Moxe npoHahnu TakaB
HaATpoOHM KaMeH. Tpeba uMatu y BUAY
AATyM KaAa je jaHM4YapCKU KOPITYC yKU-
HYT, aAM U UMIEHULY AQ Cy jaHUYaApU
MaxoM OMAM BeOMa CMpPOMAIIHM, LITO
3Ha4YM AQ Cy CaXpamwMBaHM Ha CIIOPEA-
HUM IpoOmUMa U AQ CY BBUXOBU CIIO-
MeHMLM OMAM HeKBaAUTETHU. Typcku
MCTOpUYap Y3yHYapLUIMAYM KA0 KYpUO3U-
TeT HABOAU jeAaH TaKaB HAATPOOHM Ka-
MeH ca aMOAeMOM, KOjU My je IToKas3aH Ha
CTapOM MCTaHOYACKOM Ipobmy.'!
KoArko mMu je mosHaTo, jaHM4apCcKu
ambaemMu Ha npocropy baakaHa Hu-
Cy NMpUKa3aHM HUTU QHAAU3UPAHU Y
HayyHUM nyb6aukanujama. lltaBu-
lIe, BPAO Ce TeMKO Mory Hahu nkaksa
MICTOPUjCKa CBEAOYAHCTBA MAM ONUCH
3HaMema jaHnuapckux bymyka. [oToBo
CBe IITO Ce 3HAa 3aCHMBA Ce Ha LIPTEXU-
Ma Koje je objaBuo kKoHTe Ayubu Qep-
AVHAaHAO Mapcumu y CBOjOj IIMPOM

11 Uzuncarsih LH., op.cit, 292.

12 Marsigli L. F, Stato Militare dell’ Imperio Ottomano. L'Etat
Militaire de I'Empire Ottoman, Einfihrung M. Kramer, Graz
1972 (GOTOTMNCKO M3Aarbe fena NPBw NyT WTamnaHor
y AmcTepaamy 1732).

13 Djevad Bey A, Etat militaire Ottoman. Depuis la fondation

CBeTa IO3HATOj, U3Y3€THO MOY3AaHOj
M CTPYYHO KOMEHTApMCAHOj aHAAU-
31 BojHe Mohu OcMaHCKOT LjapcTBa C
kpaja XVII Beka.'? Beoma nmomyaapHo
M 4eCTO LUTUPAHO AEAO O jaHMYapuMa
IleBap-Oeja, mzamao 1882. ropune y
Lapurpaay u Ilapusy, npaheno aa-
OyMOM LipTeXa jaHuvapa, BUXOBOT
Oopy>Xja u cuMbOoOAQ, HE CAaAPXKM HUII-
Ta Bulle. HanmpoTus, y mweMy Cy camo
npemramMnaiy MapcusujeBu LpTexu,
1 To 0e3 HaBohewa ussopa.'® [lpode-
cop Y3yHUaplLIMAU je IOCEAOBAO U3-
BeCHY MeLIMYY (pyKonucHu 300pHUK)
ca UpTeXMMa jaHM4IapCKUX 3HAMEHA,
KOja ce y IIOHEeUYeMY Pa3AMKOBAAQ OA
MapcumujeBor peaa. Haxaaoct, Huje
IIPUAOXMO LIpTeXe, Koju ¢y, cyaehu mo
OINCY, OUUTAEAHO 6uAM Y 6oju.'*

Ha caukama 2, 3, 4 1 KaAKOBU-
Ma ca oAroBapajyhum OpojeBuma npu-
Ka3aHU Cy UpTexXxu ca MpauHe Kanuje
KOj MOTY Aa Cce MAEHTUPUKYjy Kao
3HaMema jaHn4apckux oymyka. Ha can-
LM U KaAKYy O6p. 5 CBaKaKo MOCTOjU He-
K1 1pTeX. MebyTum, oH je ToauMKO
HejacaH Aa He AO3BO»daBa OMAO KaKBYy
uAeHTUPUKALIN]Y.

de l'empire jusqu’a nos jours, tome premier, livre premier,
Les corps des janissaires depuis sa création jusqu'a sa
suppression, Constantinople & Paris 1882; Djevad Bey
A, Etat militaire Ottoman. Album, Constantinople & Paris
1882.

14 Uzuncarsili 1.H., op.cit, 294-305.
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Liptex 3
Drawing 3
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LpTtex 4
Drawing 4
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LpTtex 5
Drawing 5
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JaHuvyapcku ambaemu ca MpauHe
KaIuje OArOBapajy MojeAMHUM aMbAeMIMa
nprKasaHuM y Mapcumujesom aeay. To cy
npeACcTaBe mukse 3a BoAy (kavak), 3Hamersa
49, 69. u 91. bymyka olaxa Lremara.’> Meby
HJYMa MIOCTOj€ BEOMAa MaAe€ pa3AMKe.
3axBamyjyhn Y3yH4aplmamjeBoM pyKo-
IVCY Ca3HajeMO Aa UM je 1 D0ja Apyrauuja:
HuIIaH 69. OymvyKa je ypseHa muksad, a HU-

waH 91. OymyKa je ypHa muksa (y3 HUILIAH
49. Oymyka HUje AOAQO Koje O0je je TMKBa).'
Heseurry, rpyou u omrreheny Lprexxn ca
MpauHe Kanuje He AQjy HAaM AOBO/AHO OCHO-
Ba AQ MX IIPELM3HYje TIOBEXKEMO C HEKMM OA
noMeHyTux MapcumujeBux ambaema.
AMbOAeMM jaHMYAPCKUX OymyKa Ha
MpauHoj xanuju beorpaacke TBphase jecy
BeoMa BPEAHO MICTOPUjCKO CBEAOYAHCTBO.

Cnvka 6. Cumbonu 49, 69. 1 91. Byrbyka, Npema KoHTY Mapcubinjy
Fig. 6 Emblems of the 49™, 69" and 91" boluk, from Marsli's Book

He 3Ha ce pAa cy TakBM LpTeXM cauyBaHU
Ha 3MAMHaMa OMAO KOje 0A TBphaBa Koje cy
OcMaHAMje Ap’KaAe TOKOM CBOT Ayror 60-
paBka Ha baaxany. [Tutame je pa au 61

15 Marsigli L.F, op.cit, planche XX, XXI.
16 Uzuncarsil I.H., op.cit, 298-300.
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OBMU 3anucu ¥ LpTexxu ocBanyan y XXI se-
Ky A2 MpauHa Kamuja Ayro Huje Ouaa 3a-
MIyLITEHA, AAAEKO OA O4YMjy JaBHOCTMU.
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Cnuvka 7. Ambnemm jaHndyapckinx ysbyka, npema J1. @. Mapcusbujy (geo)
Fig. 7 Emblems of the Janichar's boluk, from Marsli's Book (part)
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Aleksandar Foti¢*

JANISSARY EMBLEMS (NISANS) ON THE DARK GATE
Summary

Although the Ottomans held the Fortress of Belgrade for more then three centuries,
few inscriptions and images carved on its walls have survived into our times, partly be-
cause of the tremendous destruction the Fortress sustained during Habsburg-Ottoman
and later wars, and the resulting renovations, alterations and new construction. Some
carvings were removed deliberately, to obliterate traces of former Ottoman presence,
which goes especially for Ottoman state symbols at the time of Austrian rule (1717-1739).
Those of a personal nature, ineptly and shallowly carved on stone, have for the most part
succumbed to the passage of time. The few surviving inscriptions include those carved
by prisoners confined in the Tower of the Fortress in the 16th and 17th centuries.

After years of extensive restoration works on the southwest front of the Fortress, in
2007 there came to light, on the walls of the Dark Gate (Mracna kapija), the inscriptions
which have not hitherto attracted scholarly attention. Most had been engraved by Otto-
man soldiers, but there also are a few Latin letters and a twentieth-century dates. Special
interest is aroused by janissary emblems, which constitute the focus of this paper.

The Dark Gate is one of more recent gates of Belgrade Fortress. It was built after
1740, along with six other gates, as part of a new system of bastions and demi-bastions
intended to strengthen the existing fortifications that defended the Lower and the Up-
per Town. The Ottomans, having regained control over the Fortress from the Austrians
in 1740, had trouble securing money and manpower for its repair and further construc-
tion, and the works took more than twenty years. Even so, by 1754 most of the work had
been completed. Like the other gates, the Dark Gate had at either side two rooms with
fireplaces for the sentry unit, which, according to intelligence reports, numbered five to
eight men.

Before the current name of the Dark Gate has become widely accepted in the 20th
century, the gate had been known as Savska (Sava Kapust), Sabacka (of Sabac), Bosanska
(Bosnian), and Mracna (Dark) (Karanlik Kapust).

*  Aleksandar Foti¢, PhD, Historian, The Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade
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Most Ottoman inscriptions are years carved in Arabic script. Many numbers are
still visible, but not clearly enough for us to be able to know whether they stand for years,
dates, numerical designations of boliiks or something else. There also seem to be purpose-
ly carved parallel lines, possibly suggesting the counting of days. The only surviving tex-
tual inscription is found below the year 1212/1797-98 (fig. 1, drawing 1).

By far the most interesting of the inscriptions on the Dark Gate are the emblems or
nisans of janissary boliiks. Janissary emblems in the Balkans have not been discussed or
analyzed in scholarly publications. Historical sources offer scanty information about such
emblems. Virtually all that is known is based on the drawings contained in a Count L. F.
Marsigli’s Stato Militare dell’ Imperio Ottomano. Figures 2, 3 and 4, and the correspond-
ingly numbered drawings show the images from the Dark Gate that may be identified as
emblems of janissary boliiks. A few of the symbols found in Marsigli’s book appear to be
comparable with those on the Dark Gate, namely the slightly differing drawings of the
water gourd (kavak), the emblems of the 49th, 69th and 91st boliiks (boliik of the ocak of
cemaat). The carvings are rough and damaged and it is difficult to recognize which cor-
responds to which of Marsigli’s drawings. From Uzungarsil’'s manuscript we learn that the
emblems also differed in colour: the nigan of the 69th boliik was a red gourd, and that of
the 91st a black gourd (he did not specify the colour of the gourd for the 49th boliik).

The emblems of janissary boliiks on the Dark Gate of Belgrade Fortress are a valuable
historical testimony. Whether such inscriptions have survived on the walls of other for-
tresses held by the Ottomans during their long presence in the Balkans is unknown. Had
the Dark Gate not for so long been neglected and out of the public eye, it is questionable
whether the inscriptions and images on it would have survived into the 21st century.

127



